Gospel Mark 5:21-43

How vividly these two of Jesus' miracles are recounted! Everywhere, people are telling others about
Jesus. People throng together, they want to see Jesus, hear Him, and touch Him. His healings of the
sick arouse many people's hopes. People in distress surge toward Him from every direction. And
since suffering has no favorites but picks on old and young, rich and poor alike, we find all kinds of
people among those seeking His help. Trouble really does teach you to ask and pray for things!

Jesus wrought these two miracles for quite specific people in their particular situation of need. The
story of them was written down for us, though. Why? So that we should get to know Jesus bet-
ter. He takes us with Him on His way and lets us see how He goes to work and who He is. He is the
"Savior," healing wrongs. Wherever He comes, healing and wholeness take place. He heals bodily
illness, and not only in those days. Up to this day, miracles of that kind are happening in His name
and through His power.

And up to this day, Jesus lets Himself be touched by us. In all this sacraments, and especially in the
Eucharist, we touch, not merely "the hem of His garment,” but His very self. And from all the sacra-
ments, a "power goes forth from Him,” a power that can heal the body and can pervade the
soul. Thus, the woman who suffered from a flow of blood is, for all time, the example of faith that
has the confidence to touch Jesus and is touched by Jesus.

Faith is what He demands from Jairus, too, when Jairus is told that his child is dead: "Do not fear,
only believe." The way that Jesus "wakes" the girl from death with just one word is something that
will never be forgotten by the three apostles He takes with Him into the room of death.

"The child is only sleeping,” says Jesus, to the mockery of those who are keening and mourning
around the child. Jesus knows that she is dead, but not for eternity. Even if He has awakened the
child from death (and that was going to happen many more times, in the history of the Church), she
will still die again some day, or, as we say, "pass away." Jesus is Lord even of death.

That is why we do not need to be afraid of the "sleep"” of death. The only thing we have to be afraid
of is the "second death,” something from which we pray the Lord will keep us all safe: the death of
eternal separation from God. That is why there is nothing more urgent than to trust in Jesus wholly
and completely-and to believe in Him!

Life becomes precious and more special to us
When we look for the little everyday miracles
And get excited about the privileges of simply being human.

~Tim Hansel~
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Publication of Parish Newsletter

During the months of July and August,

parishioners usually make trips to other
places or visit their families back in

Hong Kong, so Parish activities are also

much decreased. In consideration of
such circumstances, the Parish Newsletter
will be published only in July 5 & Au-

gust 2 Regular weekly publication will re-
sume on August 30.

Parish groups intending to publish any news
please supply it ahead of time to facilitate
arrangement. Thank you for your attention

Special Announcement

Eucharistic Mass on the following dates:

Wednesday, July 1, Canada Day
Thursday, July 2, Priest Day

Friday, July 3, The First Friday of the
month (Exposition of the Eucharist at
10:30 a.m.)

Mass time is 11:00 a.m. Please join us.

Sunday Collection = [ B3R

ZFFEFA A - F
June 20 & 21,2009

= R
Sunday Collection $2,768.25
SNl
Special offering $ 100.00
$17 (e
Parental Workshop $ 705.00

Feast Day of St. Peter and St. Paul

Monday, June 29, Fr. Thomas Au will pre-
side at Mass at 7:00 p.m. to mark the closing
of the Year of St. Paul.

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
e June 28, 2009

In today’s second reading, St. Paul offers the
community at Corinth a spirituality of giving.
He urges them to give and helps them under-
stand that through their generosity, they will
in turn be recipients of a spiritual abundance.
They will receive from those who are the
beneficiaries of their own giving; a reciprocal
gift that amounts to an equality of giving
through the generosity of Christ. A good re-
flection this week would be on how Christian
stewards, through their generosity, enjoy a
spiritual abundance through Christ Jesus.

Annual Pilgrimage at Skaro:

On Friday, August 14, the 91st Annual Skaro
Pilgrimage will be held in Skaro at 8 p.m. at
the Grotto. Following Mass, a candlelight
procession of the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction will conclude the evening. On
Saturday, August 15, at 10 a.m., there will be
a special Mass with the Sacrament of the Sick.
A Blessed Sacrament Procession with lit can-
dles will follow the blessing of religious arti-
cles. Lunch will be available after both
Masses. Skaro Shine is 45 miles northeast of
Edmonton, at the intersection of Highway 45
and Secondary 831. All are welcome.



