Reflection on Mark 6:1-6
Jesus had lived in Nazareth for nearly thirty years, in the village in Galilee. Jesus was about thirty years
old when He suddenly set out down to the Lake of Gennesaret, to Capernaum, which lay on the great
commercial route from the East to the Mediterranean. He soon became famous. His words held people
spellbound, and His miracles perhaps even more so, the many healings of every kind of disease.
And now, for the first time, He had come back home again to Nazareth. Naturally, the news had spread
that everyone was talking about the carpenter, Mary's son. Everywhere, people were talking about
Him. Curiosity was the first reaction of the people in His village when on the Saturday, the Sabbath, He
began to make a public speech in front of them, too. They were amazed at Him; but their mood quickly
changed. Criticisms were expressed: "After all, we know who He is. We've know Him since He was
only little. Who does He think He is? He's just one of us, no better than the rest of us! How come He
thinks He can preach to us, the people from His hometown?"
Jesus was surprised and wounded by this rejection. Who does not want recognition, especially back
home? Instead, He found jealousy and incomprehension. Jesus said something then that has remained a
proverb up to this day: A prophet is without honor in his own country! How often that has proved pain-
fully true. Someone's own people think that they know him particularly well-and they often know so
little about him.
I think this disappointing experience at Nazareth shows us two things in particular. The first is true
only of Jesus: How were His neighbors in the village and His relations to know that the child who grew
up in their midst bore within Him such a secret, that He was God's Son made man? His everyday life in
Nazareth was too unassuming. It is a little bit like that right up to the present day. God's presence
in our midst is often hidden and easy to overlook. Today, too, Christ is with us in "everyday
clothes," and only the eyes of faith perceive Him.
The second applies to us all: How easily we are mistaken about those people closest to us! Every-
one has his secret, his unsuspected qualities. It is often those outside, strangers, who are more
aware of these than the person's own family, who think they already know all about him. How
lovely it is when we rediscover what treasures are to be found in other people!
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Sunday Collection $2,555.25
H
Special offering $ 120.00
B 2
Building Fund $ 55.00
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WCCCLC

Western Canada Chinese Catholic Living Camp
(WCCCLC) 2009 will be held on the long weekend
(Sept 4 to 7) at 51935 Hack Brown Road, Chilli-
wack, B.C. We welcome all young adults between
the age of 17 and 35 to join us. During the camp, we
gather for fellowship, support and spiritual growth.
This year’s title is * Dare to be a witness of Love”.
Our speaker will be Fr. Joseph Chan. For more in-
formation and registration, please visit our website
at http://www/wccclc.net.

Pravying the Rosary

Twenty minutes before the two Sunday Masses
July 25 & 26, The Rosary will be recited.
Please arrive on time so that we can pray to-
gether

Stewoardship Moment ...

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time o
July 5, 2009

Today, the Gospel reveals that Jesus is amazed
that the people in his hometown of Nazareth do
not accept His teaching and ministry; He is
amazed at their lack of faith (Mk 6:6). Good
stewards recognize and participate in Christ’s
teaching, reconciling and healing presence in
their community. Are we good stewards of our
family of faith? Do we value and support the
ministries that take place in Christ’s name? Are
we attentive to the movement of the Holy Spirit
in our parish and encourage those who work to
enhance our life of faith?



