Marriage Vows Renewal
According to the liturgical calendar, the
Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Fam-
ily on the Sunday mass within the 8-day
Christmas celebration period or on December
30th. It reminds us that Christ is the spirit of
the Holy Family.

The union of husband and wife gives birth to
a new family. As a result, there is a strong
connection between marriage and family. In
order to help our parishioners cherish mar-
riage as a lifetime commitment and encour-
age us to follow the example of the Holy
Family to build a family that is united in love
and respect. Since 2004, the parish has
started a special ceremony for married cou-
ples to renew their marriage vows during the
Mass on the Feast of the Holy Family. This
year, the ceremony for marriage vows re-
newal will take place during the 11:00 a.m.
Mass on the Feast of the Holy Family on De-
cember 27", Couples who celebrated their
fifth, tenth, fifteenth, twentieth anniversary
and so on in 2009 are invited to this special
thanksgiving occasion. May our Lord con-
tinue to bestow upon their marriage life and
their family with His abundant blessings.
Couples who meet the above criteria and
would like to take part in this special celebra-
tion can pick up a registration form at the In-
formation Desk.

Completed forms can be returned to the of-
fice on or before December 13",
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Office of Pastoral Care

& Life Initiatives
I was sick and you visited me ...

25:36)

The Pastoral Care Visitor Training Pro-
gram encourages parishioners to reach out
and respond in a caring and supportive way
to the sick, the elderly, the homebound, and
bereaved members of their parish through
visitation and bringing the Eucharist. This
training, being offered in the new year by
the Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton and
the Alberta Pastoral Care Association, cov-
ers a basic understanding and theology of

(Matthew

pastoral care, visitation skills, grief and loss,

self-care and the sacraments. The training is
intended for those who are already involved
in this ministry as well as those who are se-
riously considering becoming involved.
Please check with yourparish as all or part
of the $70 course fee may be paid by the
parish. For more details about the courses
beginning in January, please visit
http://www.caedm.ca/pastoral-services/
pastoral-care-and-life

Stewardship Moment...
November 29 — First Sunday of Advent

Gratitude...Central to the stewardship a way
of life is an attitude of gratitude. We do well
to always and everywhere give thanks to God.
As we prepare for Christ’s coming at Christ-
mas we do well to reflect on what we are
grateful for, but not just during Advent,
throughout the year!

Courtesy Stewardship Office, The Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg

Evangelization & Catechesis ...
Nothing More Beautiful:

A friend and former Shepherd returns to St.
Joseph’s Basilica for the second encounter in
this year’s Nothing More Beautiful series.
Archbishop Thomas Collins of Toronto will
teach on the evening’s theme “Jesus Christ:
the Way, Truth and Life.” Mother Agnes
Mary Donovan, the inspiring Superior Gen-
eral of the New York-based Sisters of Life,
will give the witness presentation. Their talks
take place in the context of Evening Prayer
and beautiful music — a wonderful event for
this Advent season. Mark your calendar for
Thursday, December 10, at 7 p.m. For more
information

visit http://www.caedm.ca/beautiful

Office of Vocations ...

P3M Holy Hour: In celebration of the Jubilee
Year for Priests, the Office of Vocations is
pleased to present a monthly Holy Hour of prayer
for priests and for the vocation of priesthood in
this third millennium. Whether you are a priest or
religious, consecrated or lay, single or married,
this Holy Hour of prayer is meant to celebrate the
gift of the priesthood and to help us grow in our
universal call to holiness and service. This
month's Holy Hour focuses on the theme of Obe-
dience. Join us on Wednesday, December 9,
7:30 p.m. at St. Albert Church, 7 St. Vital Ave-
nue, St. Albert.



