Chinese Religious Leaders Make New Year Resolution

Promise Cooperation for a Better World
HONG KONG, FEB. 12, 2010 (Zenit.org).- Bishop John Tong Hon of Hong Kong and local religious leaders are
saying that religions should join hands to build a better society for humanity.

Leaders of local religious communities, including Buddhist, Confucian, Catholic, Protestant, Muslim and
Taoist, affirmed this in a message for the Lunar New Year, celebrated Sunday.

In the message, Bishop Tong said that religious leaders should promote “spiritual development on the basis
of modesty, gratitude, forgiveness and love. By strengthening religious faith, we hope that people will turn away
from sinful living and join hands in building a better world for humanity.”

The message is dated Feb. 8 and will be published on New Year.

The leaders affirmed their shared concern for “young people who live in self-indulgence ... [practicing] out-
rageous conduct like falling into drug abuse and thus ruining their futures, selling companionship for money with no
sense of shame, and promoting mass suicide via the Internet.”

Inculturation

The Lunar New Year is also bringing the local Church a lesson on inculturation.

Since Ash Wednesday this year falls on the fourth day of the Lunar New Year (Feb. 17), the Church of Hong
Kong dispensed the faithful from fasting and abstinence that day. However, they are obliged to choose some other
suitable forms of penance or perform some works of charity, in keeping with the penitential spirit of the season of
Lent.

Taking into account the Lunar New Year festivities, the rite of the giving of ashes in Hong Kong may also be
postponed to Feb. 24 (during Mass) or Feb. 26 (during Stations of the Cross).

Pope Says Suffering Need Not Exclude Joy

Points to Bond Between the Il and Priests
VATICAN CITY, FEB. 11, 2010 (Zenit.org).- The faithful can live a joy that does not forget suffering, but rather, in
fact, includes it, says Benedict XV1.

The Pope made this reflection today during his homily at a Mass he celebrated in St. Peter's. Today is the
liturgical feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, as well as the World Day of the Sick.

The Holy Father's homily drew two themes from the Mass readings of the day.

He observed that "the liturgy appropriately makes the Magnificat resonate, the canticle of the Virgin who
exalts the wonders of God in the history of salvation: the humble and the indigent, as all those who fear God, experi-
ence his mercy, [he] who reverses earthly fortunes and thus demonstrates the holiness of the Creator and Re-
deemer."

The Pontiff characterized Mary's canticle at her meeting with Elizabeth as "a song that expresses the tested faith of
generations of men and women who have placed their hope in God and have committed themselves personally, like
Mary, to being of help to brothers in need. In the Magnificat we hear the voice of so many men and women saints of
charity."

"Whoever spends a long time near persons who suffer, knows anguish and tears, but also the miracle of joy, fruit of
love," he added.

Church's prayer

A second theme, Benedict XVI suggested, regards the prayer of the Church for the sick.
"The maternity of the Church is a reflection of the solicitous love of God," he said. "[...] Like Mary, the Church
bears within herself the tragedies of man, and the consolation of God, she keeps them together, in the course of her
pilgrimage in history.
"Across the centuries, the Church shows the signs of the love of God, who continues to do great things in humble
and simple people. Suffering that is accepted and offered, a sharing that is sincere and free, are these not, perhaps,
miracles of love?"
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http://www.vatican.va/chinese/index.html

Ash Wednesday

February 17" is Ash Wednesday. The
celebration which includes Mass, blessing
and distribution of ashes will take place in
our church at 7:30 p.m. Please try your best
to attend to mark the beginning of this holy
period of Lent.

The Catholic Church requires that
Fasting and Abstinence to be observed on
Ash Wednesday by all faithful. Abstinence is
for those 14 years old and above. Fasting is
for those between 18 and 59 years old.

Outreach activity to celebrate the
Chinese New Year with the Seniors

The “Visiting Group” & several parishioners of
our parish will go to visit & celebrate the Chi-
nese New Year with the seniors at the Chinatown
Care Centre at 6pm — 7pm on Feb.20, 2010, Sat.
with performance of Lion Dance, singing, danc-
ing & distribute gift packs to the seniors.

Welcome to join this outreach activity, please
contact:

Agnes Chung 780 — 988 — 9679

Stella Wong 780 — 486 — 4330

Adolescence Group Bottle Drive

AG will be holding a bottle drive on Saturday,
February 27 and Sunday, February 28!! When
you bring in your cans, bottles, milk jugs, juice
tetra packs, and other refundables before and
after each Mass on these days, AG members will
help you place them in the trailer provided by the
bottle depot. The proceeds from the bottle drive
will go towards purchasing a set of Catholic
Youth Bibles and other youth ministry activities
and resources. We hope that you will support our
efforts by collecting and bringing in all your re-
fundables!

The Way of the Cross

Devotion to The Way of the Cross will
take place every Friday during Lent at 7:30
pm starting from February 19" till March 26"
in the church. On Good Friday, April 2nd, The
Way of the Cross will start after the Celebra-
tion of the Lord’s Passion.

Please take this opportunity to meditate
on the suffering and death of Jesus for the sal-
vation of all mankind.

Nothing More Beautiful Year 3

The following message is for Pastors and parish
staff:

Good Morning,

Work is currently underway to plan Year 3 of
Nothing More Beautiful (NMB).

The theme for Year 3 is:

Ecclesiology (The Church) — The Beauty of Life
in Communion

The scripture passage:

God’s own people. (1 Peter 2:9)

We are looking for suggestions for speakers for
Year 3, especially for witnesses. Who do you
think would be great at sharing their life of faith in
the Church and how their faith has grown.

If you have suggestions for the Speakers Commit-
tee, please send the names to me along with a short
explanation of why you think this person would be
a great witness. If you happen to have any contact
information for the person you suggest, please
send that along also.

Thanks so very much.

C Lo

Associate Director -

New Evangelization Initiatives

(NMB, Stewardship, TIM, APC)

780-469-1010
Visit us online http://www.caedm.ca




