POPE: EASTER CHANGED WORLD, BUT ISN'T MAGIC
Affirms Glorious Triumph of Christ

VATICAN CITY, APRIL 4, 2010 (Zenit.org).- The resurrection of Christ is an event that
changed the course of history and reversed the destiny of death the whole world faced,
says Benedict XVI.

The Pope affirmed this today before tens of thousands, many hiding under umbrellas to
escape the rain in St. Peter’s Square. The Holy Father offered his Easter greetings in
65 languages before giving his blessing “urbi et orbi” (to the city and the world).

“Yes, my brothers and sisters, Easter is the true salvation of humanity,” the Pontiff
proclaimed. “If Christ -- the Lamb of God -- had not poured out his blood for us, we
would be without hope, our destiny and the destiny of the whole world would inevitably
be death.

“But Easter has reversed that trend: Christ’s resurrection is a new creation, like a
graft that can regenerate the whole plant. It is an event that has profoundly changed
the course of history, tipping the scales once and for all on the side of good, of life, of
pardon.

“We are free, we are saved! Hence from deep within our hearts we cry out: ‘Let us
sing to the Lord: glorious his triumph!”

Awaiting
Benedict XVI went on to mention some of the places in the world awaiting this triumph
of Christ.

“l pray to the Lord Jesus that in the Middle East, and especially in the land sanctified
by his death and resurrection, the peoples will accomplish a true and definitive ‘exodus’
from war and violence to peace and concord,” the Pope said. He particularly mentioned
the plight of Christians in Iraq.

The Holy Father also spoke of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean,
“seeing a dangerous resurgence of crimes linked to drug trafficking,” and he remem-
bered quake-stricken Haiti and Chile.

The Pontiff called to mind Africa, saying, “In the strength of the risen Jesus, may the
conflicts in Africa come to an end.” He recalled specifically the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Guinea and Nigeria.

Finally, he spoke of Christians who suffer persecution and even death for their faith, as
for example in Pakistan; and countries afflicted by terrorism and by social and religious
discrimination.

“Easter does not work magic,” Benedict XVI reflected. “Just as the Israelites found the

desert awaiting them on the far side of the Red Sea, so the Church, after the resurrec-
tion, always finds history filled with joy and hope, grief and anguish. And yet, this his-
tory is changed, it is marked by a new and eternal covenant, it is truly open to the fu-
ture. For this reason, saved by hope, let us continue our pilgrimage, bearing in our
hearts the song that is ancient and yet ever new: ‘Let us sing to the Lord: glorious his
triumph?™
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Sunday Collection = !
=% SUE]S YT April 3 & 4, 2010
= [4f{#tSunday Collection $4,209.71
&R B = Loan Repayment Fund $2,592.07

P2 NAEF]] Holy Land $2,460.00
Tﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁEnvelops $ 10.00
ﬁﬁjﬂﬁjfé}%pecial Offering $ 160.00
N ET- TS R A

2" Week of Easter Daily Reading
= [I' S Acts 5:12-16;

P Rev 1:9-13,17-19; % EI Jn 20:19-31
- M Acts 4:23-31; +;In3:1-8
Z T = Acts 4:32-37; +;Jn3:7-15
= W 3 Acts 5:17-26; +Jn 3:16-21
P4T = Acts 5:27-33; + Jn 3:31-36
- F = Acts 5:34-42; DE'I Jn 6:1-15
4 S = Acts 6:1-7; +Jn 6:16-21
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2009
Holy Land Pilgrimmage Sharing
Presented jointly by the pilgrims of
OLPH Parish of Calgary

And
Mary Help of Christians

Date: 18 April 2010
Time: 1330 hrs to 1500 hrs
Place: Parish Hall

All parishioners, family members
and friends are welcome.
(Please contact Bill Fung

at 780 475-9358 for details)
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Sunday Café

Sunday Café will be in service again on April
18 (Sunday). The menu is :

A — Pork, Egg, Tofu Noodle Soup ($5.00)
B — Chicken with sweet corn on rice ($5.00)

Please get your tickets from the counter in the
lobby on Ground floor.

Nothing More Beautiful

All parishioners are warmly invited to attend
the fourth encounter of this year’s Nothing
More Beautiful journey at 7 p.m. Thursday,
April 15, at St. Joseph’s Basilica. “Jesus Christ :
Crucified and Risen Lord” is the theme for the
evening, which features teaching by Archbishop
Michael Miller of Vancouver and the personal
witness of author and theologian George
Weigel. Set in the liturgical context of Evening
Vespers, this is an opportunity to experience a
beautiful aspect of prayer, learn more about
our precious faith and gather with the larger
archdiocesan community. See the posters and
pamphlets for more information, or

visit http://www.caedm.ca/beautiful

Office of Pastoral Care
and Life Initiatives ...
Extraordinary Ministers of

Holy Communion:

You are invited to register for a free workshop
on Bringing Communion to the Sick, being of-
fered on two different dates: Thursday, May
6, or Thursday, June 10. The two-hour work-
shop, presented by Rose Marie Fowler, will
cover proper handling and reverence of the
Blessed Sacrament, rituals, rites and pastoral
practices, and practical tips. Space is limited;
register early by contacting Gloria at 780-469-
1010 ext. 247 or gpigat@caedm.ca

The Cornerstone

The Cornerstone of Faith campaign aims to
raise the funds needed to complete construc-
tion of the new St. Joseph Seminary and New-
man Theological College. The total secured to
date is $8.5 million on our goal of $15 mil-
lion. For more information about this once-
in-a-lifetime project, please visit our webpage.




