POPE: WORLD NEEDS VOICE OF TEACHER-PRIESTS

Reflects on Educational Mission That Comes With Ordination

VATICAN CITY, APRIL 14, 2010 (Zenit.org).- Though priests are called to preach a message that is not
their own, they are also called to identify with that message, allowing themselves to be profoundly trans-
formed in it.

This was the reflection made today by Benedict XVI at the general audience in St. Peter's Square. As
the Year for Priests draws to a close (closing celebrations are scheduled for June 9-11), the Pope said he
would dedicate a series of reflections to priestly ministry.

Today he took up the first of the three offices (teaching, sanctifying and governing) the priest receives,
reflecting on the importance of the priest in the midst of an "educational emergency."

Permalink: http://www.zenit.org/article-28911?I=english
"We live amid great confusion about the fundamental choices of our life," the Holy Father observed, saying
there are "so many contrasting philosophies, which arise and disappear, creating confusion about the fun-
damental decisions."

But as promised in the Gospel, the Lord has compassion on his "sheep without a shepherd," the Pontiff
said. "The Lord, moved by compassion, interpreted the word of God, he himself is the Word of God, and
thus he gave guidance. This is the function 'in persona Christi' of the priest: to render present, in the con-
fusion and disorientation of our times, the light of the Word of God, the light that is Christ himself in this
our world."

This means, Benedict XVI explained, that the priest "does not teach his own ideas, a philosophy that he
himself has invented, has found and that pleases him; [...] but, in the confusion of all the philosophies, the
priest teaches in the name of Christ present, he proposes the truth that is Christ himself, his word, his way
of living and of going forward."

Not a spokesman

The Pope clarified, however, that this does not mean the priest is "neutral" in relation to this word,
"almost like a spokesman who reads a text which, perhaps, he does not appropriate."

Instead, like Jesus with the Father, the "priest who proclaims the word of Christ, the faith of the Church
and not his own ideas, must also say: I do not live from myself and for myself, but I live with Christ and
from Christ and because of this all that Christ has said to us becomes my word, even if it is not mine. [...]

"The teaching that the priest is called to give, the truth of the faith, must be internalized and lived in an
intense personal spiritual journey, so that the priest really enters into a profound, interior communion with
Christ himself. The priest believes, accepts and tries to live, first of all as his own, all that the Lord has
taught and the Church has transmitted, in that journey of identification with the very ministry of which St
John Mary Vianney is an exemplary witness."

This will mean that the priest is often called to be a countercultural voice, the Holy Father acknowl-
edged. But he has a "prophetic force" in "showing the unique novelty capable of bringing about an authen-
tic and profound renewal of man, namely that Christ is the Living One, and the nearby God, the God who
operates in the life and for the life of the world and gives us truth, the way to live."

The priest is always a teacher, the Pontiff said, but should give his lesson "not with the presumption of
one who imposes his own truth, rather with the humble and happy certainty of one who has found the
Truth, who has been gripped and transformed, and because of this, can do nothing less than proclaim it."

The Bishop of Rome voiced an exhortation: "Dear brother priests, the Christian people ask to hear from
our teachings the genuine ecclesial doctrine, by which to be able to renew the encounter with Christ who
gives joy, peace, salvation. [...] 'Priestly ordination means: being immersed [...] in the Truth,' that Truth
which is not simply a concept or a whole of ideas to transmit and assimilate, but which is the Person of
Christ, with which, by which and in which to live."
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3" Week of Easter Daily Reading
= FI'S ! Acts 5:27-32,40-41;

FARev 5:11-14; ¥, Jn 21:1-19
- M = Acts 6:8-15; +,JIn 6:22-29
T A Acts 7:51-8:1;F, Jn 6:30-35
= W 3 Acts 8:1-8; +,Jn 6:35-40
P4T A Acts 8:26-40; ¥ Jn 6:44-51
-t F 3 Acts 9:1-20; +,Jn 6:52-59
+S A Acts 9:31-42; ¥, Jn 6:60-69

Praying the Rosary

Twenty minutes before all three Sunday
Masses on April 24 & 25, the Rosary will
be recited in devotion to Mary. Please arrive
on time so that we can pray together.
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Sunday Collection = Elﬁ%"jﬁ’qﬁjﬁt‘
=% FME[H o - I April 10 & 11, 2010

= [4f{tSunday Collection $2,419.25
FiWI14f}Special Offering $ 254,89
Allin Pharmacy $ 420.00

w7 1 Dancing Class $ 7150
3% =2 A1 Development & Peace $  10.00
fF{ier 227 Food Bank $ 250.00
f’ﬁ?iﬁPrayer Group $ 44.86
=X Maintenance $ 271.00

The Cornerstone

The Cornerstone of Faith campaign aims to
raise the funds needed to complete construc-
tion of the new St. Joseph Seminary and New-
man Theological College. The total secured to
date is $8.5 million on our goal of $15 mil-
lion. For more information about this once-
in-a-lifetime project, please visit our webpage.

Office of Pastoral Care

and Life Initiatives ...
Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:

You are invited to register for a free work-
shop on Bringing Communion to the Sick, be-
ing offered on two different dates: Thursday,
May 6, or Thursday, June 10. The two-hour
workshop, presented by Rose Marie Fowler,
will cover proper handling and reverence of
the Blessed Sacrament, rituals, rites and pas-
toral practices, and practical tips. Space is lim-
ited; register early by contacting Gloria at
780-469-1010 ext. 247 or gpigat@caedm.ca



