Marriage can Save Society, says Pope

(05 May 10 - RV) During his General Audience this Wednesday, Pope Benedict
XVI told pilgrims that marriage can save society. His comments came in greetings
to a group of pilgrims from Jonkoping Sweden, where a Conference on the Family
will take place later this month.

Speaking in English he said: “Marriage is truly an instrument of salvation,
not only for married people but for the whole of society. Like any truly worthwhile
goal, it places demands upon us, it challenges us, it calls us to be prepared to
sacrifice our own interests for the good of the other. It requires us to exercise tol-
erance and to offer forgiveness. It invites us to nurture and protect the gift of new
life. Those of us fortunate enough to be born into a stable family discover there
the first and most fundamental school for virtuous living and the qualities of good
citizenship. | encourage all of you in your efforts to promote a proper understand-
ing and appreciation of the inestimable good that marriage and family life offer to
human society”

The Pope noted that “God'’s gift to us of marriage and family life enables us
to experience something of the infinite love that unites the three divine persons —
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Human beings, made in the image and likeness of
God, are made for love — indeed at the core of our being, we long to love and to
be loved in return. Only God'’s love can fully satisfy our deepest needs, and yet
through the love of husband and wife, the love of parents and children, the love of
siblings for one another, we are offered a foretaste of the boundless love that
awaits us in the life to come”.

Earlier, in his catechesis in Italian, the Holy Father had reflected on his
weekend trip to Turin to venerate the Holy Shroud: “During my recent visit to Tu-
rin, | prayed before the sacred Shroud, which invites us to contemplate the face
of Christ and to ponder the mystery of his death and resurrection. As members of
Christ’s Body, the Church, all the baptized are called to share in his saving work”.

The Pope also reflecting on the Year for Priests, which is in its final stages, “I
would like to return to the specific ministry of the priest and, today, to his minis-
try of sanctification. Holiness, as we know, is proper to God, who is himself abso-
lute truth, goodness, love and beauty. As ministers of Christ, priests bring us into
life-giving contact with the mystery of God’s holiness”.

“Thanks to the priest’s preaching of the Gospel and his celebration of the
sacraments, we are enabled to approach God and to be transformed gradually
into the divine image. In the celebration of the sacraments, and in particular the
Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Christ’s sanctifying work is con-
stantly made present and effective. In their devout celebration of the sacraments,
priests sanctify the faithful and are themselves sanctified and configured ever
more closely to Christ. | ask all of you to pray for priests and their ministry of
sanctification, that they may be true shepherds according to God’s heart”.
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7" Week of Easter Daily Reading

= I S Acts 1:1-11;
?I’J Heb 9:24-28;10:19-23;
H% Lk 24:45-53
- M = Acts 19:1-8;
T A Acts 20:17-27,  F,In17:1-11
= W =K Acts 20:28-38; ¥, Jn17:11-19
YT S Acts 22:30;23:6-11;
+,Jn 17:20-26
HUActs 25:13-21;  F Jn 21:15-19
4 Acts 28:16-20,30-31;
+Jn 21:20-25

+Jn 16:29-33
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ZF- FNE[ T~ Jupl May 8 &9, 2010
= E[Tﬂ’g%Sunday Collection $2,981.42
ﬁﬁj[ﬁﬁ%}%pecial Offering $ 95.00
a4t Other Offering $ 186.50
A= [XRenovation $ 330.00
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CHAN Kelvin

CHUNG, Shavonnnie
LAU, Martin
LEUNG, Cassandra
LUI, Sylvia

LO, Joyce

MA, Carmen

SIU, Jessica
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The Reason for our Hope
Archbishop Smith is now blogging! Visit The
Reason for our Hope for weekly reflections
on the Sunday Mass readings, posted every
Monday. "The intent will be to draw out from
them 'the reason for our hope,™ says
Archbishop Smith. "Regardless of circum-
stances, the Christian is a person of real and
abiding hope. The reason is Jesus

Christ. Risen from the dead, he remains al-
ways present with his people, just as he prom-
ised (cf. Matthew 28:20). Through the gift of
the Holy Spirit, he dwells within us in a com-
munion of love. He who abides in us invites
us to abide in him (cf. John 15:4), and to find
in this communion a peace the world cannot
give (cf. John 14: 27), a peace that gives rise
to hope."

Is the Spirit calling you to NTC?
Bursaries Available

Newman
N-[.C Theological

College
Christ's Church is alive and growing. Are you
being called to new service in the Church?
Consider the field of religious education, or a
career in prison, military or hospital chap-
laincy. Check out the graduate programs in
Theology and Religious Education at New-
man Theological College. Financial Assis-
tance is available for new and continuing stu-
dents. The deadline for bursary applications is
May 31. For an application form visit
www.newman.edu




