Pope says Faith in God is Reasonable

(23 Jun 10 — RV) It is not foolish to have faith in God, on the contrary it is rea-
sonable, because, as St Thomas Aquinas taught, human intelligence is limited
and cannot know everything. For a third week Pope Benedict XVI dedicated his
Wednesday audience to the Angelic Doctor, in particular to his master work in
theology, the “Summa Theologiae”.

In comments in Italian the Pope said : “To those who object that faith is foolish
because it makes us believe something that does not enter into the experience of
the senses, St. Thomas offers a very detailed response, claiming that this is an
inconsistent objection because human intelligence is limited and cannot know
everything".

The Pope said "In his 'Summa’ St. Thomas starts from the fact that God exists in
three different ways: God exists in Himself, He is the principle and end of all
things, so all creatures come from and depend upon Him. Secondly, God is pre-
sent through His Grace in the life and activity of Christians, of the saints. Finally,
God is present in a very special way in the person of Christ, and in the Sacra-
ments which derive from His work of redemption™.

The Holy Father went on: "What St. Thomas explained with academic rigour in
his main theological works such as the ' Summa Theologica' was also expressed
in his preaching”, the content of which "corresponds almost in its entirety to the
structure of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Indeed, in a time such as our
own of renewed commitment to evangelisation, catechism and preaching must
never lack the following fundamental themes: what we believe, i.e., the Creed;
what we pray, i.e., the Our Father and the Ave Maria; and what we live as bibli-
cal revelation teaches us, i.e., the law of the love of God and neighbour and the
Ten Commandments".

"In his brief 'Devotissima expositio super symbolum apostolorum’, St. Thomas
explains the importance of faith. Through it, he says, the soul is united to God,

. life is given a clear direction and we can easily overcome temptations. To
those who object that faith is foolish because it makes us believe something that
does not enter into the experience of the senses, St. Thomas offers a very de-
tailed response, claiming that this is an inconsistent objection because human
intelligence is limited and cannot know everything.

"Only if we were able to have perfect knowledge of all things visible and invisible
would it be foolish to accept truth out of pure faith", said the Pope. "Moreover, as
St. Thomas observes, it is impossible to live without entrusting ourselves to the
experience of others, when our personal knowledge does not extend far enough.
Thus it is reasonable to have faith in God Who reveals Himself, and in the wit-
ness of the Apostles™.
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iéth Week of the Year Daily Reading
= IS FJ_F- 1 Kgs 19:16,19-21,

30 Gal 5:1,13-18;
¥ Lk 9:51-62
- M fn Am 2:6-10,13-16; 5 Mt 8:18-22
- T FActs12:1-11;
ghiz 11 Tm 4:6-8,17-18;
5 Mt 16:13-19
- W F}[ Am 5:14-15,21-24;
5 Mt 8:28-34
paT f{h Am 7:10-17;
- F f{h Am 8:4-6,9-12;
“+ S 7, Eph 2:19-22;

= FI2EHVE Sunday Collection
ZF- FAEA Jes I
June 19 & 20, 2010
= [ Hfy&tSunday Collection ~ $2,522.88

E’F“E'I%ﬁ?'[i?aSt Joseph College $1,844.00
ﬁﬁ}ﬁfﬁ J’st Special Offering $ 105.00
E #53f st Other Offering $ 150.00
= [XRenovation $ 45.00
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Parish Picnic

Date : July 18 (Sunday)

Time: 3:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.

Place : Victoria Park Site #2

Content : Picnicing, outdoor activities
good for you and your family

Tickets are available at Information Desk
after Mass. Ticket prices are: age 12
and up $8/ea, age 6-12 $4/ea, age 6
and under free of charge.

Publication of Parish Newsletter

During the months of July and August,

Parish Newsletter will be published only
in July 4 & August 1. Regular weekly pub-
lication will resume on August 29.

Parish groups intending to publish any news
please supply it ahead of time to facilitate
arrangement. Thank you for your attention
and cooperation.

Salt + Light | Beloved
(Saturday July 10, 9pm ET)

In celebration of the feast of St. Ce-
cilia, Salt + Light presents the original
documentary Beloved: The Domini-
can Sisters of St. Cecilia. Witness
how the Dominican Sisters of St. Ce-
cilia have embraced God’s love in the
living of their vows and apostolic life.
Visit saltandlighttv.org or call
1.888.302.7181 for more information.

OneRock

Saturday, August 21

Rockyford, Alberta

Archbishop Smith has issued us a challenge:
"I would like to see 1,000 young people from
the Archdiocese go to Madrid! How can we,
together, make this happen?" You can begin
by joining other pilgrims and young adults to
celebrate World Youth Day @ Home 2010!
OneRock will be a faith-charged day of
praise and worship, lectures, social network-
ing, prayer and Christian rock concerts with
performances that will inspire you to share
your faith. Highlights include Mass with
Bishop Henry and concerts by Matt Maher,
Ceili Rain and Steve Angrisano.

This event is not to be missed!

Ordination to Priesthood

Monday, June 28, 7 p.m.

St. Joseph's Basilica

Deacon Dean Dowle's journey to priesthood
culminates in the celebration of his ordina-
tion at St. Joseph's Basilica. This special lit-
urgy will also fittingly mark the end of the
Year for Priests. Deacon Dean's first assign-
ment as as priest will be as associate pastor
at the Basilica. After years of study and for-
mation at St. Joseph's Seminary, he says he is
looking forward to sharing his friendship
with Christ: "I can't think of anything else I'd
rather be able do with my life, than to be able
to share with other people in this Archdio-
cese, in God's Church, in the world."




