Stewardship Day 2012

Saturday, March 3

Registration is now open for Stewardship Day
2012. Under the theme “Disciples: Stewards
of Grace,”

the day includes Mass with Archbishop Smith
and dynamic presentations by Father Stefano
Penna focusing on the person of Christ:

- Grace Offered *“...the kingdom of God is at
hand” (Mark 1:15)

- Grace Received “For God so loved the
world...”” (John 3:16)

- Grace Lived “Follow me” (Matthew 4:19).
These presentations will be punctuated by
group discussion and time for personal reflec-
tion. Spend this day coming to know Jesus
Christ better in his historical, saving, and per-
sonal dimensions. Then live stewardship by
sharing the Good News with others! This
workshop takes place Saturday, March 3,

9 a.m. -4 p.m. at St. Alphonsus Parish, 11828
- 85 Street, Edmonton. Reconciliation will be
available during the day. Cost is $30 with a
delicious hot lunch included. Resources for
group faith studies and personal prayer will be
available for review and sale. Register Online
at www.caedm.ca/stewardship or by phone
780-469-1010. For more information, email
stewardship@caedm.ca.

Are you being called to be a Pas-
toral Care Visitor?

The Volunteer Visitor Pastoral Care Pro-
gram encourages parishioners to reach
out and respond in a caring and suppor-
tive way to the sick, the elderly, commu-
nity shut-ins, and bereaved members of
their parish through visitation and
bringing the Eucharist. The training will
cover a basic understanding and
theology of pastoral care, visitation
skills, grief and loss, self care and the
sacraments. It is intended for those who
are already involved in pastoral care as
well as those who are seriously consider-
ing this ministry: parish visitors, Eucha-
ristic ministers, clergy, caregivers. This
18-hour comprehensive program will be
offered on:

Tuesday evenings: 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm.
February 7, 14, 21, 28 and March 6 & 13
Registration fee is $70; deadline for reg-
istration is February 1, 2012. Register
Online or for more information call the
Pastoral Care Office at 780-469-1010 ext.
2247.

i PR R %_%wiﬁxwﬁ\%ﬁ%fﬁiﬁﬁﬁkwk% ‘ i
(EFWRAR) £ EF S LB 230 o] ok B A R MM A AR
LB o ) g K ki R § ﬁ%’%&%%ﬁﬁoﬁﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ W g o
R SN S B s S i SR R L L LA ;miww*ﬁ;; N
FREE ENEE g@@mﬁf»@ﬁé@éw@%ﬂiﬁ% SEFHOREHERT el
2 :’:Lﬁ o I

6?

f}z?ﬁv—ﬁ9%+€r§ ‘441"1‘m?<§5‘ » Bty %—&P” I
Ryp e g5 LM pg i%&ilif |

-« 20 - T gé e ittt
N X - P4 ==
) E¢\¥ﬁb 5 X

p

*ﬁ o
AR ;_é ¥ 30 B & & b itj:/ﬁv {5 17912 EI_(E‘ 2 u»rvmﬁ”-%é B ifinF o %ﬁh

:% )3

\ BREBMNTEXRZLEEARLED]

Mary Help of Christians Chinese Catholic Parish 10140 — 119 Street, Edmonton, AB T5K 1Y9
Email address: maryhelpofchrist@interbaun.com Website: www.chinesecatholicparish.ca

Phone: (780) 482-7481

Fax: (780) 482-7488
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Dear Parishioners,

“Come follow me . .. Mark 1:17”
One thing is sure: God’s call to discipleship has no age
limit. Last Sunday, Samuel was called as a young kid to
serve the Lord. In today’s gospel, adults and parents were
called to follow Christ. The unanimous message to be
proclaimed by those called is the proximity of the king-
dom of God. Also, some sacrifices are expected of all
those called: “abandonment” of one’s job and loved ones,
in order to be available for evangelization!
What kind of God asks his followers to “abandon” their
families and jobs to follow him? Is God against having a
good job and a good family? How do people survive
without the aid of a good salary and the presence of loved
ones? The God who says “increase and multi-
ply” (Genesis 1:28), “from the sweat of your brow you
shall eat (Genesis 3:17),” who gives the law “honour
your Father and Mother (Exodus 20:12),” is He likely to
ask us to give up working and families for the sake of the
gospel?
The fundamental question for you and me today is this:
our baptismal, wedding, ordination vows and promises,
what have we done with them? Fundamental to evangeli-
zation is the witness and testimony of my life and yours
before God’s people! Can I stand up for my faith, even if
that means losing my friends and loved ones? Can people
say of me, she or he is a true Christian? Mark this: true
disciples of Christ — Christians — always meet with oppo-
sitions either from friends, families or colleagues, be-
cause their lives do not conform to worldly standards but
divine: that is the origin of the “abandonment” in today’s
gospel! So judge for yourself: what image does your life
conjure up for people?
Happy Chinese New Year!
Ayodele Ayeni, C.S.Sp..
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Sunday Collection
2012 F#—H-+WM ~ +AH
January 14 & 15, 2012
¥ HiEEk Sunday Collection $2,432.55
22 H4 Loan Repayment Fund $ 365.00

HRI#5ER Special Offering $ 50.00
HA 5Bk Other Offering $ 250.00
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Chinese New Year Mass

Monday, January 23, is the Chinese Lunar
New Year Day. Fr. Ayo will celebrate Mass
at 11:30 A.M. in the church. All parishion-
ers are welcome to attend, in order to say
“thanks” to God.

Praying the Rosary

Twenty minutes before all three Sunday
Masses on January 28 & 29, the Rosary will
be recited in devotion to Mary. Please ar-
rive on time so that we can pray together.

Monthly masses with the seniors

Good news to the seniors who are living
in the Chinatown Care Centre & Chi-
nese Seniors Lodge. Fr. Ayo will go to
visit & have monthly masses with the
seniors who are living there, starting at
10am on Feb. 25, Sat. in the
Sun Room of the Chinese
Senior Lodge. If you have
parent or relative living
there, welcome to accom-
pany your loved one to
join the mass. Volunteers
needed to assist the seniors to mass.
Enquiring in detail, please contact:
Josephine Choi 780 - 438 - 3910
Peter Wong 780 - 473 - 9145

To celebrate the Chinese New Year
with the seniors in Community

The Performance group of Chinese New Year
Carnival & Visitation group of our parish will
visit the seniors at the Chinatown Care Centre
& Chinese Seniors Lodge at 6pm — 7pm on
Jan.28, Sat. Will have Lion Dance, Tai Chi,
singing, dancing & gift packs to the seniors to
celebrate the Chinese New Year.

Welcome to join this activity. Please contact
Ben Lau 780 — 437 - 4829

Stewardship Bulletin Reflections
Sunday, January 22, 2012 — Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time

“Falling in love with the Word of God is
falling in love with a person. In the same
way that we want and need to spend time
in the presence of one we love, and in the
same way that we grow in our knowledge
and love of the person with whom we
share time, Christians want and need to
spend time with God's
Word.” (Archbishop Smith, Nothing
More Beautiful, December 9, 2011)
Reflection:

Can we say that we have fallen in love
with the Word of God?

Action: Find a few moments each day this
week to read a few pages of the Gospel,
or one of the readings for the Mass of the
day. Meditate upon them, and ask the
Lord to speak to you through them.



