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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Coindicence or Providence?

Sometimes we may think how wonderful it was that Jesus
was born in the great period of Roman peace, the Pax Ro-
mana, in the quaint little village of Bethlehem. But do we |8
ever stop to see the hand of the Almighty in all of this? Was
it just all so coincidental that these events and others oc-| |
curred exactly when and as they did? l

.
Perhaps we fail to see the hand of Providence and God’s
plan for the culmination of salvation history in the world events associated with
the Infancy Narratives in the gospels of Matthew and Luke.

Maybe the Pax Romana occurred so that the world might be more prepared for
the coming of the Prince of Peace. The immanent birth of this Prince was the
reason for the peace in the known world.

The call for the census near he end of Mary’s pregnancy served to bring attention
to the fact that Jesus was truly of the family line of David. Joseph and his Family
had to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem, the “city of David,” for census pur-
poses. This served to corroborate that Jesus was truly the King descended from
the House of David. Thus all prophecies of the Old Testament referring to the
future and eternal King from the tribe of David were fulfilled.

In its wisdom the early Church established that the Nativity of the Son of God be
celebrated as the Romans held festivities to honour the Sun God. The length of
daylight began to increase after the winter solstice. Light begins to conquer
darkness. For Christians the Light of the World conquers the darkness of sin and
death.

On a practical level, we can reflect back on events in our own lives that seemed
just to happen. With a little hindsight and faith we may be able to see that the
Lord was looking after us every step of the way, directing events for our safety
and well being. Perhaps we are a bit closer to the Lord for some such happenings.

This may be the proper time to come to a fuller realization of God’s personal love
and concern for us, a time to renew our trust and confidence in the benevolent
care shown us by our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Enjoy to the fullest the special Christmas presence of Jesus in your life, in the life
of our parish.

Fr. Jim Jeffcoat, SDB

Pastor

©
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The prospect of venturing into married life is still
daunting at times. After dating 8 years, engaged for
four months, my fiancé Glen and I took part in
World Youth Day 2005 in Cologne, Germany with
my sister, close friends and our Edmonton archdi-
ocesan group. We took part in Days of Encounter in
the town of Culemborg, Holland. For 5 days we
embedded ourselves in all the culture, sights, sounds
and exquisite food. We then took part in World
Youth Day in Cologne. At our first meeting with our
Holland friends, we shared a little about ourselves
and our aspirations for attending WYD. I wanted to
experience God in a different culture, and grow
more spiritually as a couple preparing for married
life. Needless to say, the experience was much more
than I bargained for.

While dating, we saw each other 1-2 times a
week. At church, we shared in the mystery of mass
and one other time throughout the week depending
on our hectic schedules. Our times together were
limited in duration and purposeful (i.e., to attend an
activity, function, meal, purchase items or spend
time with family and friends). In Holland and Ger-
many we saw each other as pilgrims the whole day,
early morning until late at night, the entire 10 days.
We did not always have a purpose as we did a lot of
waiting around, with no hectic schedule to hide be-
hind.

Some days were more challenging then others.
Not only did we endure daily physical challenges
(i.e., hours of walking over 27,000 steps a day,
<gmuscle strains from carrying our “home” on our
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Y& 1 wE

Married Life, it’s a pilgrimage
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trains) and mental challenges (i.e., reduced sleep,
and navigating through a foreign country). The
culmination of these challenges lead to: reduced
patience, increase irritability and ineffective com-
munication. I began to wonder what I was getting
myself into. If 10 days was this challenging, what
would a lifetime look like? After the initial panic
the reality of where we were began to sink in. It’s a
test like the rainstorm in Toronto. My clothes
soaked in our neighbor’s rain water, as they emp-
tied their tarp. I was chilled to the bone and con-
templated leaving before the start of the papal
mass.

In those moments I reflected on this phrase “the
road less traveled is more tumultuous than the
straight road but the journey is much more re-
warding”. I would be following Jesus path if I
would choose to face challenges, overcome obsta-
cles and learn from the gifts and talents he gave not
matter the odds. We continue to have a ways to go
till we reach the path of married life. Preparing for
marriage and married life is a pilgrimage, complete
with hardship and great reward. Although each
individual day will have it’s challenges, it has
made me stronger, and more certain we can face
new challenge knowing God will continue to be
with us every step of the way. Glen and I were and
continue to be pilgrims and God is our guide. As
long as we continue to search for God in each
other; continue to treat each other with respect as
we would Him; and draw from our pilgrimage ex-
perience, we’ll overcome obstacles and challenges
place in our path until we return to our Father in

Louisa Lui




World Youth Day Experience

Words cannot fully capture the true faith
changing experience that comes with being a
pilgrim at World Youth Day. | was fore-warned
of the tremendous mental and physical stress
that would come with being a pilgrim. | never
would have imagined how true that statement
was. It doesn’t even begin to explain the diffi-
cult, yet rewarding journey that the pilgrims ex-
perienced. We started off on our faith journey
with our Archdiocese group in Culumborg, Hol-
land, during Days of Encounter. Here we ex-
perienced firsthand the culture of the Dutch
people. The first night that we were there, we
experienced an authentic Dutch meal at a goat
farm, it was very delicious.

In Germany, we did a tremendous amount
of walking and waiting. We had a couple of
beautiful days where we could actually take out
our shorts and t-shirts but nobody had antici-
pated that the weather in Germany would be
much like the sporadic weather here in Edmon-
ton. Our journey in Germany was an experience
of a life time. Although we had very many
memorable moments, the one that stuck out the
most in my mind was when we were on the
train going back to the school we were staying
in. The train was packed and we were all ex-
hausted from a long day. An older man had
smiled at me and squished in a closer to a pil-
grim from his group and patted the little space
that he had for me to sit down beside him. |
wasn’t having a good day, but that one small
gesture and smile made all my unhappiness
fade away. It was so amazing. | felt a sense of
peace overcome me and | suddenly felt God’s
presence strongly in this man. He was from
Quebec and he gave me a pin of the flag of
Quebec. | pinned it onto my pilgrim pass and
every day after that whenever | felt unhappy, |
would look at pin and remember that God was
there with me. God’s love is found in the hearts
of humankind and it comes down to whether we
want to see it there.

The walk to our vigil site, Marienfields, had
to be the toughest walk we had ever encoun-
tered. In Holland, we had taken a 6 km walk to
our stay in a seminary but we didn’t have to
carry our backpacks. We had to carry most of
our things to Marienfields. We were fortunate
enough to leave a few things at the Don Bosco
club in Koln but for some odd reason, our back-
packs were still pretty heavy. We walked for an
hour and a half without a break. We felt like a
heard of cattle. Glen had this idea that kept us
positive. He said that we should imagine our-

-Maria Lui- fif et Tf?ﬂr‘ I
selves helping Jesus carry his Cross. What we
were experiencing was just a little taste of how
Jesus felt. It definitely helped when | thought
about helping Jesus. It took my mind off of the
pain and tiredness that | was presently feeling
and helped me focus on Jesus. At the entrance
into the vigil site, the WYD cross was put up. As
we walked to the entrance, we were walking to-
ward this cross on the hill. The sight was breath
taking. People were going up the hill together to
worship Him.

World Youth Day has helped me really ap-
preciate the little things in life, especially being
fortunate enough to take showers on a daily ba-
sis. © As well, | learned so much about my per-
sonal strengths and weaknesses, and last but
not least, | learned about my faith and how
much it really means to me in my life.

Universal Thank You

Beyond the hype of meeting the pope,
and amongst the crowd of world youth day pil-
grims was a special moment on the train...

It wasn't like it was a special day or any-
thing, but convenience was one thing our hosts
over in Germany had to deal with, especially
when it came time to ride the trains to Koln.
With thousands of people trying to board a
handful of trains, one could easily see how hard
it would be to find a simple seat on the train, if
not impossible. On one of these days, our world
youth day group was able to board a train with
seats available. As we moved closer and closer
to Koln, the train became fuller and fuller. It was
during this time, there was an elderly German
woman standing in the aisles. Just like any
other day back home, | offered her my seat on
the train without thinking twice about it. And
with one simple act of kindness, she tried to say
something in German to thank me for the seat.
After a few moments, she recognized that | did
not understand anything that she was saying.
With that, she looked up and just smiled with
gratitude.

It is these little acts of kindness that we
sometimes take for granted. But, at the same
time, amongst the barriers of language and
culture, lies something universal among all the

people of the world, a smile to say “Thank
Kl }

Glen Somera

You”
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Churches and Religious Groups .. .,

Dr. Reginald Bibby is a religion sociologist and
a Baptist, who was invited to talk about “ Restless
Gods and calls for Restless Churches.” Over the
last three decades Dr. Bibby have been observing
social trends in Canada by conducting national
surveys of adults and teenagers, also gathering
pioneer and historical data on religion and youth in
Canada. Dr. Bibby’s recent work and research
studies were on various religious groups, to see if
the groups or churches were still active in Canada
and are young adults and teenagers still involve in
church activities, rituals and etc. He carried out his
research in the late 80’s and in the 90’s by ap-
proaching several religious groups and they are:
Presbyterian, Anglican, United, Alliance and
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada.

He presented his research about God and
Churches in relation to teenagers, young adults and
adults committed to their faith. He mentioned
about the old secularization story that happened in
the 80°s and the 90’s, on how some churches have
decline over the years because of poverty or finan-
cial situation. He posted the data and some statis-
tics on church attendance and to see which reli-
gious groups were still incline and which one’s had
dropped since 1984 and 2004. It seems that the
Catholics, United churches, Lutherans and other
Protestant churches had dropped in the 80’s and the
Anglicans were rising. He also discussed about
faith and where did our faith come from and has it
changed over the years. On the other hand, religion
comes from developing the faith and promoting it
culturally and socially. Out of all the religious
churches that Dr. Bibby interviewed some adults
and teenagers about their faith and do they believe
in God. There were 75% people believed in God
and 8-10% people said God cared. There were 25%
of people who prayed once a week in devotion to
God. Lastly, 60-20% of 2002 stated they experi-
enced the presence of God.

Dr. Bibby did another survey on attendance on
church services and masses in various groups and
evaluate teenagers’ belief system. In 1984 till 1992,

Summer Camp

| thought the Summer Camp was fun except
for singing the songs because | am bad at
singing. | enjoyed the fieldtrips that we played
at the summer camp. | enjoyed playing
“Capture the Flag”, “Bang” and making the

6 human pyramid. What was also fun was

13% mentioned that they were still active and in
2000 and 20% of churches were more active.
Some churches states that they are growing, while
others are just beginning to read the bible. He also
examined how often people attended church
within a month and more than a month. This ex-
cluded special ceremonies such as weddings, fu-
nerals and special holidays with in a year. Canada
had 43% people and United States had about 66%
of people going to church. People who were loyal
to their own faith would go to church, participate
in activities and practice rituals. Some Christians
and Roman Catholics say they are loyal to their
own faith, but they are not really loyal to their
own faith if they attended church once a month or
just on special occasions. People cannot say they
are Anglican because they only attended the ser-
vice twice a year and they do not attend at all. We
looked at reasons and concerns to why people
stop going to church. Many Christians were not
abandoning their own religion and converting to
another religion, because it would totally change
life experiences.

According to Alberta and in Edmonton, Ro-
man Catholics are still largest groups in 2004,
despite the declining in the 1960’s and 80’s.
United Churches ranked second and Lutherans
ranked fourth in the top ten time. On the whole,
God have not abandoned any churches, but ex-
pects many churches to grow on its own and
strengthen its faith by accepting God in their lives.
Some churches are restless because people de-
cided not to attend church or they have converted
to another religious belief. Some are just confused
of what their faith should be and others have no
religion. No matter what, the statistics are going
to remain relatively the same and some religious
groups are rising in society and others will decline.
In society, there are going to be people who are
completely loyal to their faith and others who
chose not participate in religious events, it de-
pends on that particular individual.

Henry Yeung

making the “Magic Shop #2” with Edmund. |
Also enjoyed the crafts that we did and the
movies that we watched. | also learned lots
about the Church. However, the most impor-
tant thing is that without the leaders and vol-
unteers none of this would be possible.
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1. The Spiritual Maturing Person, out of desire to be in touch with a living God:
- WEEEREEY S R R AUECE YRR
*Takes time to pray E'J]ﬁf H . i
* Also takes time to be silent E'JE\ﬂj B2 ﬁﬁﬁ;[

*Isopento God G- K==
* Consciously places herself or himself in place where, in Dorothy Day’s words “it is

easy to be good.” E\jjr Eﬂ[ﬁ}ﬂ? | fjj[f’”?i

2. Ways of Praying / Spiritual Reading TN Tk / 5?*] SiE

e  Psalms a good way to begin 7|2

e  Simply reading the Bible @l }?} HM%}I AT

e On Internet: sacredspace ie. Or Universalis.com or Oremus.org or praythenews.com
o ET NYIPUAHETBERT ¢ sacredspace.ie or Universalis.com or Oremus.org or pray-

thenews.com
e  “Spiritual Masters” like Merton, Nouwen, Rohr, Rohlheiser }JE‘??{ o aaE il ‘EFF[[{I o

4.7 Secrets of Successful Catholics—successful Catholics... — FYZF>EAY-= ZEIR4E
1. Stay close to the Eucharist. ,&‘Jﬁf{@?ﬂ
2. Are members of a faith community £ J[l| i JFE‘

3. Rely on their conscience and good judgment - but nerve alone
R AL [~ (LA RPN =
4. Regularly do things that call them out of themselves. FA[FViE | = py ﬁﬂk
5. Always remember that God is ultimately merciful and forgiving
I 5 R
6. Live in the moment, recognizing daily opportunities for holiness.
21 3V-5) [l Ry FRpES ﬂF'T
7. Believe in prayer and pray regularly. I fﬁ ﬁ;ﬂ?#ljﬁj?’?j?}ﬁjﬁ?ﬁ?k o
5. What Parishes are called to do: Wk =
1. Deepen commitment and spirituality of present members.
TG T 5 2o, p Y [pj R HF| ]FEjp UEEE
2. Confront and live the Gospel mandate (two great commandments) - love
God with all your heart; love neighbour as yourself.

e A UERTASIORIR 1 T 2 AR OiR ) AT o g e
B
3. Attract spiritual seekers. 4 I{Fﬁiﬁ'_},\‘j{%ﬁ'[‘g&ﬁm *
4. Be a warm, inviting community - for this is what people are looking for.
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