Mark 8:27-35

Saint Mark has two aims in his Gospel: bringing his hearers and his readers to recognize Jesus as being the one he
describes in the first sentence of his Gospel, "Jesus the Christ (Messiah), the Son of God," and to confess Him as
such. The second part is the confession of the (pagan) Roman centurion, "Truly this man was the Son of
God!" (Mk 15:39)

The Jews were hoping (and still are hoping) for the coming of the Messiah. Then everything (they hope) will be put
right. He will finally bring liberation. Peace will reign in His time; all will fare well on earth, not just in the distant
heaven.

For Jesus' disciples, this question, whether explicit or implicit, must have been at the heart of their hopes and expec-
tations from the beginning. Naturally they wondered (at least in their hearts) whether Jesus was the promised Mes-
siah or not. And they hoped that He was. Thus, Jesus' question, "Who do men say that | am?" was not wholly unex-
pected. The apostles, who had their ear to the ground along with ordinary people, were able to answer straight off,
"A prophet!" That is the way it has been, to this day. Many people see in Jesus no more (and no less) than a
prophet. For many people these days, their awareness of His inmost mystery seems to be fading. Many people find
it hard to believe that He is God's Son and that all the hopes of mankind are fulfilled in Him. It is a lot easier to
regard Him as one of the great prophets in the history of mankind.

"But who do you say that | am?" It is a completely direct and personal question. Not, what do "people" say, what
does "everybody" think, but you, personally. To this day, the question is suddenly there in our lives: "Who am |,
Jesus, for you? Are you giving me your real, personal answer?"

Peter gives the answer without hesitation, concisely: "You are the Messiah, the Christ." That is not merely a neutral
observation. It is a confession of faith that turns into an expression of personal loyalty, an expression of hope: "You
are the one we have longed for; you have been our hope for generations already." Peter has scarcely uttered this-
surely on behalf of the other apostles, too-when Jesus "applies the brakes": "Don't talk to anyone else about
this!" Why is there this ban on shouting out loud such joyful news? Because so many misunderstandings are loom-
ing. Because such misconceived hopes will be placed on the Messiah. Because His coming is associated, above all,
with political expectations.

How much Peter in particular still has to learn about understanding in what sense Jesus is "the Messiah" is immedi-
ately apparent when Jesus starts to talk "quite openly" about the suffering that lies before Him. The Messiah has to
suffer, instead of liberating people? Peter simply cannot allow this. Never again will he have to suffer such a sharp
rebuff: "Behind me, Satan!" (That is a literal translation.) "Only if you follow me along the path to the Cross will
you understand the way in which the Messiah effects His task of liberating people: not by armed forces, but by the
powerlessness of love." Not even death can touch love, for "after three days He will rise again." Then you can, and
must, tell everyone, "Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God!"
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24" Week of the Year Daily Reading
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Sunday Collection $2,434.25
i e
Loan Repayment Fund $2,259.37
Roof Renovation $ 110.00
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Going to World Youth Day in Madrid
20117

Have you started planning? The Office of
Youth & YAM is planning a WYD 2011
information evening for group leaders and in-
dividuals who are interested in making this
pilgrimage to Spain in 2011. Join us Tues-
day, September 29, at 7 p.m., in the Catho-
lic Pastoral Centre  Assembly Hall, 8421-101
Avenue. Contact Andrew at yam@caedm.ca
for more information.

Annual Red Mass: The St. Thomas More
Lawyers' Guild of Northern Alberta
cordially invites you to the 2009 Red Mass and

Dinner. The Red Mass is an annual celebration
particularly for members of the legal profes-
sion, with roots back to the 13th century. Mass
will be celebrated at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday,
September 24 at St. Joachim Parish, 9924 — 110
Street, Edmonton, followed by dinner at 7 p.m.
in the Shaw Conference Centre, 9797 Jasper
Avenue, with guest speaker Hon. Warren K.
Winkler, Chief Justice of Ontario. All are wel-
come. Dinner tickets are $100; contact Nicole at
nlother@fieldlaw.com or 780-423-9582

New School Year Blessing

To celebrate the beginning of the school
year, Fr. Mak will give a special blessing to
all students and teachers as well as the chil-
dren and instructors of our parish Sunday
school at the end of the 9:30 am and 11:30
am Sunday Masses on September 20. Please

Priests for the Third Millennium (P3M)

Holy Hour
In celebration of the Jubilee Year for Priests, the

Office of Vocations is pleased to present a
monthly holy hour of prayer for priests and for
the vocation of priesthood in this third millen-
nium. The Holy Hour will consist of praise, ado-
ration, Lectio Divina, intercession and benedic-
tion. Inspired by the book Priests for the Third
Millennium by Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan of
New York City (formerly Seminary Rector of the
North American College in Rome), the Holy
Hour will include a topical presentation focused
upon living a Christian life within the call to ho-
liness of the ministerial priesthood and the com-
mon priesthood of the baptized. Whether you are
a priest or religious, consecrated or lay, single or
married, this Holy Hour of prayer is meant to
celebrate the gift of the priesthood and to grow in
our universal call to holiness and service in the
one Priesthood of Jesus Christ.

Place: St. Albert Church, 7 Vital Avenue, St. Al-
bert

Time: 7:30 p.m.

Date: Wednesday, September 16: The Priest of
the 3rd Millennium

This Holy Hour will be held throughout the year,
on the following Wednesday evenings:

October 14: Humility

November 11: Fidelity

December 9: Obedience

January 13, 2010: Courtesy

February 10, 2010: Integrity

March 24, 2010: Prudence

April 14, 2010: Patience

May 19, 2010: Joy

June 9, 2010: Identity



