Pope Explains Why Humans Should Rejoice in Fraqility

Says We Are Dust That Is Loved by God

ROME, FEB. 18, 2010 (Zenit.org).- Human beings are fragile creatures destined to return to
the earth -- dust, yes, but dust that is loved and molded by the love of God, Benedict XVI
says.

The Pope made this reflection Wednesday from the Basilica of Santa Sabina, where he
celebrated a Mass for Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.

Like the other members of the congregation, the Holy Father had ashes placed on his
head, according to the traditional rite.

The imposition of ashes, he said, is essentially "a gesture of humility that means: | rec-
ognize myself for what | am, a fragile creature made of earth and destined to return to the
earth, but also made in the image of God and destined to return to him. Dust, yes, but dust
that is loved and molded by his love, animated by his life-giving breath, capable of recog-
nizing his voice and responding to him; free and thus also capable of disobeying him, of
yielding to the temptation of pride and self-sufficiency."

Cardinal Jozef Tomko, 85, retired prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization
of Peoples, placed the ashes on the Pontiff. The cardinal is the titular bishop of the basilica.

The Holy Father, in turn, imposed ashes on numerous cardinals, among whom were
his secretary of state, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone; the vicar of Rome, Cardinal Agostino Val-
lini; and the former vicar of Rome, Cardinal Camillo Ruini.

Before the celebration, Benedict XVI had presided over the traditional penitential pro-
cession from the church of St. Anselm on the Aventine Hill to the Basilica of Santa Sabina.

Following Christ

In the homily, the Holy Father presented the whole Lenten journey based on "the om-
nipotence of the love of God, on his total lordship over every creature, which is translated in
an infinite indulgence, animated by a constant and universal will to live."”

"Salvation, in fact, is gift, grace of God, but for it to have effect in my existence it
calls for my consent, an acceptance demonstrated with deeds, that is, in the will to live like
Jesus, to walk behind him," he said.

Following Jesus in the "Lenten desert"” is the necessary condition to participate in
Easter, the Pope stated.

"Adam was expelled from the earthly paradise, the symbol of communion with God,"
he said. "Now, in order to return to that communion and thus to true life, to eternal life we
must pass through the desert, the test of faith. Not alone but with Jesus! He, as always, pro-
ceeds us and has already won the battle against the spirit of evil."

"This is the meaning of Lent," the Holy Father affirmed, "the liturgical time that, each
year, invites us to renew our decision to follow Christ on the path of humility in order to
participate in his victory over sin and death.”
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February 13 & 14, 2010

= ['4f{tSunday Collection $3,001.38
& ELE Loan Repayment $ 150.00
ﬁﬁj[ﬁﬂ%ﬁpecial Offering $ 170.00
=[St for Renovation $ 270.00

o' & %7 Meeting Room Rental $ 150.00
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Parish Lenten Retreat

The Parish Lenten Retreat will be on
Mar 13 and 14. The Mar 13 (Sat) session is
for our English group. The Mar 14 (Sun)
session is for the Cantonese group. The
time for the English group is 1 to 5:30 pm.
There is an English Thanksgiving mass at
5:30 pm. The time for the Cantonese
group is 9 am to 4:30 pm. There is a Can-
tonese Thanksgiving mass at 4:30 pm. Fr.
Robert Wong (S.J.) from Vancouver will be
the speaker and retreat director on both
days. The topic for both sessions is - Living
out our baptismal promises for the greater
glory of God.

There is no charge. Light meals are
provided in the Cantonese session. All pa-
rishioners 14 or above are welcome. Sim-
ply pick up a registration form at the re-
ception desk and sign up. Return the form
by Mar 7. See you there.

Iﬂlﬁﬂ;ﬁﬁq AT AT
INFEE B R RRADE

2H26H (BWI) Ttk

AEA LA ZN, —EIB R T
HISfik 2% R BB T 52 1 o

NS T2

The Way of the Cross

Devotion to The Way of the Cross will take
place every Friday during Lent at 7:30 pm start-
ing from February 19" till March 26" in the
church. On Good Friday, April 2nd, The Way of
the Cross will start after the Celebration of the
Lord’s Passion.

Please take this opportunity to meditate on
the suffering and death of Jesus for the salvation
of all mankind.

Praying the Rosary

Twenty minutes before all three Sunday
Masses on February 27 & 28, the Rosary will
be recited in devotion to Mary. Please arrive
on time so that we can pray together.

Adolescence Group Bottle Drive

AG will be holding a bottle drive on Saturday,
February 27 and Sunday, February 28!!
When you bring in your cans, bottles, milk
jugs, juice tetra packs, and other refundables
before and after each Mass on these days, AG
members will help you place them in the trailer
provided by the bottle depot. The proceeds
from the bottle drive will go towards purchas-
ing a set of Catholic Youth Bibles and other
youth ministry activities and resources. We
hope that you will support our efforts by col-
lecting and bringing in all your refundables!




