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How I prepare for Christmas

Advent is a time of preparation. It al-
lows us to slow down upon this past year.
What have | done wrong? What have |
failed to do? How cold I make next year
more enjoyable for myself and for others?
Then, there’s Christmas. Christmas is a time
for a new beginning. A chance to change
yourself to better suit what God wants you
to be.

Christmas is a time for giving. Going
shopping is a must since there’s the usual
special person/ people you must shop for.
But most importantly, we must give to those
most in need, such as — people who have no
Christmas tree, no presents, or no fancy
meal. After such a long, hard year, everyone
deserves to get something for Christmas.
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Clarissa Chow

Most importantly, Christmas is a time
for family and friends. You may have been
too busy with work, school, sports, or other
things during the year, but during Christmas,
everyone just stops for a while. At home, we
set up a Christmas tree. Families gather and
attend midnight mass together. Christmas
carols are to be heard everywhere. Friends
hold huge Christmas parties. It’s all become
part of a tradition.

According to me, Christmas is the best
holiday of the year. Everyone’s smiling and
laughing, the atmosphere is just great. Be
behind all the cards, presents, big dinners,
there’s a deeper meaning : we must never
fail to remember that Christmas to us Catho-
lics, is about honouring our new-born king.
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Christmas in the mind of a fourteen- year- old.

Through-out the years that | have cele-
brated Christmas, the meaning has changed
without notice. In elementary, Christmas
meant no school, no homework, television
everyday, and lots and lots of presents. But
after entering Junior High in Grade 7, the
definition of the holiday looked into another
direction. Instead of receiving, | learnt that
there was also another part of it : giving. Not
just materialistically, but also in ways that do
not require money- like being nice to some-
one that you didn’t like so much, or not talk-
ing back to your parents or even just smiling
at a stranger that you see in the streets.
Christmas also made me realize how fortu-
nate | was.

As everyone knows, at this time of the
year, everything that we desire is on sale and
being the kids that we are, we would beg and
beg our parents to buy the things that we
want. But the more | asked, the more | forgot
that there were many people in the world
without homes, without food, and without
love.

As | grow year by year, I learn more
and more about what Christmas is all about.

Pulcheria Kan

Being a Catholic, the most important aspect
is the birth of our Christ and I think that
through his arrival, he wants us the spread
the love that he gave us.

Everyday of the year we are bom-
barded with tasks to do, duties to fulfill, and
activities that we are so intensified in that
we don’t even have time to spend time with
a friend, or talk to mom or dad. With the
world that we are in, every minute is filled
with war, with violence, with hate, and with
grudges. But I think on Christmas, we
should forgive the ones we hate, let go of
the people we held grudges to, and just
pause and stop to reflect on the things that
we have done wrong and just try to make
ourselves a better person. It’s not easy, and
I know because I’ve been there; to reach the
goals that we set and to improve that has
been done wrong.

Christmas gives us the most precious gifts
of all and that is laughter, happiness, joy,
and love. | believe that if everyone just let
go and let themselves soar into God’s love,
we would have the one thing that money
cannot buy. And that is World peace.
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A Time for Learning

This summer | was asked to par-
ticipate as a leader in the Chinese
Catholic Parish’s Kids Summer Camp.
When | agreed to take part in the
camp, | had no idea what | was getting
myself into. As usual, | was taking
University courses in the spring and
summer term and working my part-
time job. Just as | was starting to get
busy with the class and work, planning
of the camp was also commencing.
This had me up to my knees in work.
Often it was difficult to reach me by
phone and e-mail. Things were up in
the air, and | could see the frustration
of the other leader and organizers. No
matter what, the show had to go on.

Maria and | met up a couple of
times to discuss the camp and our
separate sections. Not knowing what
to expect from the participating chil-
dren was probably the most frustrating
part of the organization of the camp.
We wanted to be able to accommodate
not only each child, but also the par-
ents and the group of children as a
whole. The absolute most stressful
time of this camp came one week be-
fore the camp when Maria and | had to
get together and finish projects that
were to be shown to our groups. It
was definitely time to buckle down
and sure enough, we were able to fin-
ish all the work we had planned.

The first day of camp was very
busy. Organizing students and putting
the final touches on work kept us on
our toes the whole morning. But soon
enough, the wheels were started turn-
ing and we were on our way. The

?%SIEH%I

Laura Chu

whole week of the camp was amazing.
The children were more knowledge-
able than I ever thought children could
be. The discussions with my group
(being the older group) were very in-
sightful. They brought ideas and ques-
tions that 1 myself would have never
thought of. Their innocence, personal
experiences and ideas were sometimes
beyond me but discussing with them
as a group helped me to understand
and to realize that these children knew
more than we gave them credit for.
Going on field trips around the city
was an excellent bonding experience
for everyone involved. Our rules were
generally respected and followed by
all the participants.

Finally, having support from
Ernest, Louisa and Maria was what |
was the most grateful for. Without
their helping , I would have not been
able to complete my section success-
fully. As I think back to all that has
happened in the summer, what | got
myself into was the opportunity to de-
velop friendships with the future gen-
eration of the Chinese Catholic Parish
and it has provided me with a learning
experience of a lifetime.

Out of all the camps I’ve partici-
pated in as a leader, this has been the
most successful camp and | hope to be
able to see this continue as a yearly
Chinese Catholic Parish activity
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Review of Parish Youth Camp 2004

The theme of the Parish Youth Camp
this year was “Wake Up” and the for-
mat of the camp was changed a little
bit to include spiritual discussions.
These spiritual discussions followed
the 3 talks done by 3 members of the
camping committee. Although the ma-
jority of us knew the people who at-
tended, the team work involved in the
activities allowed us to develop a spe-
cial bond with one another. The games

@ involved the members working to-

gether to accomplish the same goal. Points
were awarded to winning teams and tallied
at the end of the camp. The points were
very close but in the end team purple took
home the winning prize. The camping
committee would like to thank all those
who participated and helped out to make
this years camp a huge success. Hope to
see you all at the next camp!

Parish Youth Camp Planning Committee
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