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The wind blows where it wilis,
and you hear the sound of it,

but you do not know whence it
comes
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My EV Experience Clarissa Chow
Last summer, | had the chance to participate in EV 2008. As I reflect back on the experience,
I remember the strong presence of God throughout the journey. | remember thinking that this
trip would be about “individual” growth and learning. Little did | know that the Friends of
Jesus Passover (FOJP) were to become my family and support throughout this 18 day, harsh,
but rewarding journey.

Did I mention that this was the first time I’ve ever left home for longer than a week? For the
first few days of the trip, | got extremely homesick. | joined this trip together with my best
friend Pulcheria and | saw how well she was integrating with the group. | felt embarrassed
that I couldn’t fit in as well and ashamed when | realized how much | relied on my support
system at home. Now that I look back, these feelings of being unable to fit into the group,
made me forget my initial reason for coming to EV 2008. | joined for God, hoping that
through this experience he could strengthen my faith and help me discover how to be a better
Catholic.

I’d like to share some of the highlights of my trip with you. First of all, each community
took care of us so well. The communities were very generous and provided us with great
food and lots of support!

As well, on each concert night you can be sure that everything will run smoothly...even if

the rehearsals didn’t go as well as planned (I guess this is the power of God?). Next, | en-

joyed the nightly group sharing that took place among the FOJP. Even though the sharing
sometimes lasted till 1 am, they allowed me to express myself and grow together with the@
others.
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Finally, | learned the importance of Evangelization. | learned that is the duty of all good
Catholics to do Evangelization work. To me, Evangelization is the sharing of a gift with oth-
ers. This gift is the unconditional love from God.

EV 2008 has given me many good friends and memories. Although the trip was physically
demanding at times, it was worth it! The greatest gift that | got from the journey is that after
attending the EV concert in Edmonton, my grandma is getting baptized in Easter and my
aunt is beginning to attend mass. Before, it was just me, my mom, and my brother coming to
church every Sunday. Now, we have a full car of people leaving from my house for mass
every Sunday morning!
&

Journey of Memories

Pulcheria Kan

This Evangelization trip has truly been an incredible journey and an eye opening experience
for me. From being skeptical about joining a group of strangers to being reluctant to leave,
this EV trip has changed my view about life, God, and true friendship.

Before the trip, | became very hesitant about being a part of the FOJP. At first, | felt that
with my weak faith, I would have a hard time fitting in with a group of people who were so
devoted to God. However, from the moment | was greeted by each of the members with a
hug in Honolulu, 1 felt right at home. Within five minutes, it was as if all of us were old
friends and meeting up after many years of separation.

Throughout the journey, each day was filled with many unforgettable memories, happy or
sad. It is hard to pin point a specific moment that stands out the most, but to me the memory
that will stay with me forever is in Winnipeg, at 1 a.m. in the morning when each and every
member shared the pain and insecurities that they faced during the trip. Despite the abun-
dance of smiles, laughs, and happy moments that we shared at each stop, | think at that mo-
ment, we all realized that at one point or another, we all encountered hurdles that we had to
overcome individually.

Throughout the trip, we ate together, prayed together, sang together, slept together, laughed
together, and here we were, at the midpoint of our EV trip, crying for each other and sup-
porting each other at our worse moment. I think it was at that moment that | realized that we
are no longer a group of strangers that had only met a little over a week ago, and neither
were we just simply friends, we were family.

We are members of FOJP who love and support each other through good times and bad, and
even though we met only for 18 days and then part and go our separate ways, we will forever
be bound to each other as friends and as family. I will never forget the memories and friends
that I've made on this trip and no matter where 1 go; | will take this experience with me.
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The light in the dark Gabriel

Christ was born in the darkest hour of the night.

Christ was born in the least perfect world.

Even though we live in an imperfect world where people are suffering from thirst and hun-
ger,

Even though we are surrounded by darkness,

All we need is a bit of light to show us the way.

All we need is a bit of light to give us some comfort.

All we need is a bit of light to feel warm.

All we need is a bit of hope when we are most desperate.

On the other hand what purpose does the darkness serve in face of light?

e The shadow in the perfect world Coney

It is up to us to decide whether......

We want to keep searching for our perfect world in the dark. Or

We want to accept this imperfect world and use the light to guide us through the darkness. {:}
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When | think there is nothing else I can do, I know that I can always pray to you.
When there is nothing that I’m sure of, | know that I can always be sure of you.
When there is nothing else | can trust, | know that I can always trust you.

When I’'m in the darkest realm, I know that | can always turn to your light.

e —— e
When I’'m carrying the heaviest burden, I know that I can always pass it on to you.

When 1 felt alone, | know that | am never really alone as you sat right beside me. Please help
me to find peace within myself

When I’m lost, | know that | can count on you to show me the way. Please give me the wis-
dom to make the right choice

When | love, | know that you are the source of it.

When | dream, | know that | want to be in your Kingdom.

When | am powerless, | know that you can always make me strong again.

When | thought I need to be perfect, | know that you love and accept me for my imperfec-

tion.
e = ———

When there is no one else to forgive me, | know that you will always forgive me.

When there is suffering, | know that you are the greatest healer.

When | thought | had abandoned you, | know that you are always there and you have never
abandoned me.

When | have prejudice, | know that everyone deserves to be respected as we are all created
equally with our own uniqueness. (We are all the same in God’s eyes)

When | forgot the reason for being here, I know that you crated me out of love.

R R ——
God love us enough to give us free will. We are not slaves to our God. God don't owe us

anything, but he gave us everything that we needed .God died for us. Is there greater love to
lay down one’s life before others? The biggest fear is not fear itself, but the lack of faith .If
we believe in God then we believe that he triumphs over death. If we believe in him, we can

triumph over pain and suffering with love and forgiveness as well.
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