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Youth Camp Sharing pulcheria Kan ™% ifil |

From all the years that I’ve been involved in the church youth groups, | have always
been a participant that just followed the instructions of those who were in charge. Year after
year, | would never have to worry about anything except remembering to bring mosquito
repellent. But this year, | got the chance to reverse my role to become an organizer instead
of a helper, a leader instead of a follower.

After a long period without any youth activities, we were motivated to bring the youth
together in a grand fashion. When 1 first agreed to organize the youth camp with my friend
Clarissa, | did not know what the task would entail. In the past, we had helped plan AG
meetings and several youth events but we did not have any prior experience on organizing
something on such a large scale. Boy, were we in for a surprise. It was a scary thought with
two 18 and 19 year olds putting together a 3 day event for over 30 people. It took a lot of
getting use to as we were the ones who would usually just carry out set guidelines and plans
for what we were supposed to do; this time it was a blank slate.

With some help from Owen, Clarissa and | would get together during school hours to
plan everything from the location, to the schedule, to the fees that the camp would require.
Sometimes it was difficult, juggling university school work, commitments outside of school
and planning the church camp wasn’t exactly easy to manage. With the rigorous exam and
assignment schedules, it was hard to find time to sleep let alone figuring out details of a
camp that was months away. There were demands from all sides to meeting deadlines, to
report our progress, and to show what we had done and at times it seemed overwhelming. It
seemed like the further we progressed; the more complicated it got as there were more
things to worry about, more people involved and even more at stake.

However, when times got frustrating and we lost our motivation, | was glad that my
mom was there to remind me about the true reason behind why 1 took on this project. She
told me that | was not doing this for anyone, or even myself, | was doing this for God. She
also told me not to worry as He had the power to change anything that seemed impossible
into a possibility. After she reminded me, | felt much more at ease. From then on, things
seemed to fall into place bit by bit. We were able to find others to assist Clarissa and | in
different activities and spots for camp began filling up.

I still remember the day that the start of camp came. Inside me was the feeling of both
nervousness and anxiousness. After months of planning, it all came down to these three
days. To our relief, everything worked out as planned and at times, even better than we ex-
pected. As the camp went on, it became apparent that everything we did was all worth it.
The joy of seeing how everyone was enjoying themselves and having fun made all the hard
work worthwhile. | don’t regret taking the role as an organizer in any way as it was a good
test for me and it also gave me some valuable experience. | just want to take this opportu-
nity to thank everyone who helped out or even just came out to support the camp. Without
all of you, it would not have been possible. Although it was only for a few days, | believe
that it left everyone with good memories and hopefully it brought all of our youth a bit

@closer together.



Thoughts from Youth Camp Rodman Chan % il |

Unlike most of the camp participants, I did not grow up in the church community as |
have only started attending the Chinese Parish in these recent years. Most of the friends that
I know at church are either the ones I’ve met in my high school years at Archbishop Mac-
Donald or through the six years that | have spent at the Chinese school organized by our par-
ish. Through EV last year, | began to meet different people at the church. However, as | have
to leave Edmonton for school in Ontario, I don’t have any strong bonds or friendships with
anyone, other than the friends that I have known from before, in our church community.

To be honest, | was hesitant in attending the camp at first and still did not want to be
there when I arrived at the campsite. | kept on thinking how much happier I would have been
sleeping in on a Saturday morning instead of waking up earlier than | would for work, driv-
ing to a place far away and getting lost on the way there. All these negative thoughts slowly
disappeared as the day went on with the talks that Father Au gave us and all the fun filled
activities that were taking place. On Saturday night, | had a chance to talk to Father Au on a
one on one level and told him all my feelings towards our church youth group. After our
talk, he opened my eyes to all the different paths that |1 was blinded from before. More im-
portantly, he told me how being physically away in Ontario shouldn’t stop me from helping
out with the Chinese parish here back home in Edmonton.

Another memorable experience from the church camp happened at the main lounge on
Saturday night when everyone stayed up to play games. Through these games, | got a chance
to know some people on a better level. It was one of those things that could have only hap-
pened in a camp/retreat setting since everyone is so busy with their personal lives on a daily
basis.

It is remarkable what a day away from the city life can do and I’m more than thankful
for choosing to go to the camp. It not only shed some light for me in my personal spiritual
journey, but also opened some doors to some possible lifelong friendships.

= ?,QK—C;’

AG Goes Camping 2009 Sandy Lai

During Labour Day weekend, 10 AG members and 7 advisors went camping at Lake
Wabamun. On the first day, after setting up camp, we played a game of “Wildlife”, which is
like a scavenger hunt mixed with tag. People who were “predators” chased the “prey”
around the forest, and all the “animals” tried to find different natural resources. People who
had long pants were better off because the bushes were really thorny. At night we had a
campfire, and we sang campfire songs and ate smores. Then Kelvin shared his reflections
with us on a book called Blessed are the Bored in Spirit.

On the morning of the second day, we made breakfast in the traditional AG “brown
bag” way. We put eggs and bacon into a brown paper bag, and then roasted the bags over the
campfire. It took about 30 minutes to cook, and some people tried to light others’ bags on
fire, but all the bags were saved at the end and everyone enjoyed breakfast. Then we went
into the town of Wabamun for Mass at St. Joseph Parish. The Pastor told us that our church
had donated our old pews to them when we moved! In the afternoon, we played a “Noah’s
Ark” treasure hunt. Each team had to build an ark out of cardboard, and then we followed‘i}
clues around the forest to collect the different animals. We learned that you had to slow



it s |

down in order to see the clues clearly. That night, a thunderstorm came! So we had to pack
everything up and huddle in the shelter. While it was pouring outside, we played games like
“Telephone” and “Pattern”.

On the third day, we woke up and had leftovers for breakfast. Then we packed up our
campsite and moved to the lakeside. There, we wrote messages for each other in our camp
memory books. We also took pictures and said prayers together. Then we piled into the cars
and church van and came home. Many people napped on the way back because we were ex-
hausted from our fun weekend.

If you want to see pictures from our camping trip, please see our AG board and camp

journal!
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WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO US

Alex: Christmas, a festive time of year, is very special to me. It means meeting with family,
friends and other relatives that are dear to me. Although Christmas is a time to receive pre-
sents, it is also a time to receive God.

Donovan: Christmas is all about when Jesus was born and so that is why we all celebrate so
much! But Christmas for me means a time to reflect and improve on all the good things and
all the bad things that | have done this past year. It is also a time to get together with other
friends and family members and have fun!

Edmund: Christmas is the time of giving to those who are less fortunate. It is a time to share
within the family and have fun. It is also the time when baby Jesus is born.

Henry: To me, Christmas is a time of joy and contentment. Together, we celebrate this
memorable event as a collective, bonding together, and giving our time to remember the
birth of baby Jesus. Yielded with happiness, we gather together with family and friends to
share our happiness with one another. The whole meaning of Christmas is God’s love to us
by sending us Jesus. From this, we are to show love just as God gave his love and grace to
us. llustrating this, we may act in his image through giving, charity, and hospitality to those
less fortunate than us. Blinded by the advertisements and specials on toys and electronics,
often times, we compromise the purpose of Christmas. This is not Christmas, but helping
one in need to the best of our abilities is Christmas.

Macrina: | use to believe that Christmas was all about receiving presents and eating big
feasts while waiting for Santa Claus to arrive with our gifts but | soon learned that it was
much more than that. Christmas is a time of giving to others that are more in need then us
and preparing for Jesus’ coming. By showing our preparations for Jesus, we celebrate with
our family, friends, and loved ones. Instead of being materialistic and wanting the most pre-
sents under the Christmas tree, we quietly wait for Jesus in our hearts and think about what
Jesus would want us to improve for the New Year. Christmas is a representation of love in
the world and the renewal of our Catholic belief. It is a special time in the year where we
especially show our care to everyone around us and remember the true meaning of Christ-
mas.

Sandy: Christmas is my favorite season because it is a time of unity. During the holiday sea-
son, strangers smile at each other and exchange holiday greetings, and everyone expresses
their love and appreciation to others around them. Most importantly, millions across the
world also flock to God's home on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, even if they do not
regularly attend Mass, showing that Jesus' birth is truly a time at which all are united in
God's love.
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